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prefentatives, a great part of them are mere machines of the 
court, placemen, and dependents. 

I prefume, that though all the people of England pay taxes, 
not an hundredth part of them are eleXors, and the members* 
of one of the houfes of parliament reprefent nobody but them- 
felves. There is, therefore, no power but the voluntary will 
of the people that has a right to aX in any matter refpeXing a 
general reform ; and by the fame right that two perfons can 
confer on fuch a fubjeX, a thoufand may. The cbjeX, in all 
fuch preliminary proceedings, is to find out what the genera] 
fenfe of a nation is, and to be governed by it. If it prefer a 
bad or defective government to 3. reform, or chufe to pay ten 
times more taxes than there is occafion for, it has a right fo to 
do ; and fo long as the majority do not impofe conditions on the 
minority, different to what they impofe on themfelves, though 
there may be much error, there is no injustice. Neither will 
the error continue long. Reafon and difcufiion will foon bring 
things right, however wrong they may begin. By fuch a pro- 
cefs no tumult is to be apprehended. The poor, in all coun- 
tries, are naturally both peaceable and grateful in all reforms in 
which their intereft and happinefs are included. It is only by 
negleXing and rejecting them that they become tumultuous. 

The objeXs that now prefs on the public attention are, the 
French revolution, and the profpeX of a general revolution in 
governments. Of all nations in Europe, there is none fo much 
filter efted in the French revolution as England. Enemies for 
ages, and that at a vaft expence, and without any national ob- 
ject. the opportunity now prefents itfelf of amicably clofingthe 
fcene, and joining their efforts to reform the reft of Europe. 
By doing this, they will not only prevent the further effufion of 
blood, and encreafe of taxes, but be in a condition of getting 
rid of a confiderable part of their prefent burthens, as has been 
already Hated. Long experience however has fhewn, that re r 
forms of this kind are not thofe which old governments wifh to 
promote; and therefore it is to nations, and not to fuch govern- 
ments, that thefe matters prefent themfelves. 

In the preceding part of this work, I have fpoken of an al- 
liance between England, France, and America, for purpofes 
that were to be afterwards mentioned. Though I have no direX 
authority on the part of America, I have good reafon to con- 
clude, that file is difpofed to enter into a confideration of fuch 
a meafure, provided, that the governments with which fhe might 
ally, aXeci as national governments, and not as courts enve- 
loped in intrigue and my fterv. That Fi ance as a nation, and a 
national government, would prefer an alliance with England, ii 
a matter of certainty. Nations, like individuals, who have 
long been enemies, without knowing each other, or knowing 
why, become the better friends when they difcover the errors 
and impofitions under which they had aXed. 

Admitting, therefore* tbe probability of fuch a connection, I 
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wiH flate fome matters by which fuch an alliance; together with 
that of Holland, might render fervice, not only to the parties 
immediately concerned, but to all Europe. V 

hi 5 ’,, 1 tbink > certain, that if the fleets of England, France 
and Holland were confederated, thev could propose, with effeft 
a limitation to, and a general difm'antling of all the navies in 
iiurope, to a certain proportion to be agreed upon. 

Firft, That no new fliip of war fliail be built bv any power 
m Europe, themfelves included. ' r 

Secondly, That all the navies now in exiftence fliail be put 
hack, liippofe to one-tenth of their prefent force. This wilt 
lave to France and England at leaf! two millions flerling an- 
nualJy to each, and their relative force be in the fame propor- 
tion as it is now. If men will permit themfelves to think 
ns rational beings ought to think, nothing can appear more ri- 
diculous and abfurd, exclusive of an moral reflexions, than to- 
be at the expence of building navies, filling them with men,, 
and then hauling them into the ocean, to try which can fink 
each other fafteft. Peace, which cofts nothing, is attended with 
infinitely more advantage, th?n any viXory with all its expence, 
but this, though it beft anfwers the purpofe of nations, does 
not that of court governments, whofe habited policy is pretence 
tor taxation, places, and offices. 

It is, I think, alfocertain, that the above confederated powers 
together with that of the United States of America, can pro-’ 
pofe wnh efleX, to Spain, the independence of South’ America,. 

and the opening thofe countries of immenfe extent and wealth 
to the general commerce of the world, as North America 
now is. 

With how much more glory, and advantage to itfelf, does a 
nation aX, when it exerts its powers to refeue the world from 
bondage, and to create itfelf friends, than when itemplovs thofe 
powers to encreafe ruin, defolation, and mifery. The horrid 
fvene that is now aXing by the Englifh government in the Eaft- 
indies, is fit only to be told of Goths and Vandals, who, deft'i- 
tute of principle, robbed and tortured the world they were in- 
capable of enjovino-. J 

i he opening of South America would produce an immenf* 

, . , commerce, and a ready money market for manufactures, 
which the eaftern world does not. The Eaft is already a coun- 
try tuiJ of manufactures, the importation of which is' not only 
an injuryto the manufactures of England, but a drain upon its 
ipecie. The balance againft England by this trade is regularly 
upwards of half a million annually fent out in the Ealt-India 
lhips in Elver ; and this is the reafon, together with German 
iand SUe ’ and German lubfidies > there is fo little filver jn Eng- 

But any war is harveft to fuch governments, however ruin- 
ous it may be to a nation. It ferves to keep up deceitful ex- 
pe£t at ions which prevent a people looking into the defeCts and 
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